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WADE IN THE WATER: A NOVEL OF THE GREAT JOHNSTOWN FLOOD (PAPERBACK)

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In
the spring of 1889, Americans are enjoying the spoils of an industrial revolution, but in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, the wheels of industry are brought
to a grinding halt when the South Fork dam bursts. Bennett Marsh, a nineteen-year-old kitchen-hand, wants nothing more than to leave South Fork
and attend the Julliard School of Music in New York. Bennett s father, Percival, a steel-mill worker lured by the glamour of high society, is trapped in
a dead-end job, and struggles to find his place as parent and provider. John Parke, the resident engineer at the River Fork Fishing and Hunting Club,
questions the integrity of the dam while his gadabout wife and upper-crust club members wine and dine around him in ignorant bliss. When a storm
inundates the valley with torrential rain, Parke s greatest fear comes true. Twenty million tons of water spill into the Allegheny Valley, devastating
the lives of the 30,000 people living below it. When the dam breaks, and Bennett and Percival must count on each other to survive, they are given a
chance to discover the bond between them, but it may have come too late. In Wade in the Water, Michael Oates creatively transforms the events and
characters of the Johnstown flood into a wildly inventive and unpredictable tale. -- Richard Burkert, President and CEO of the Johnstown Area
Heritage Association Michael Oates has written an absorbing work of historical fiction. Using thinly disguised historical figures (e.g. Andrew
Carnegie, Henry Frick), he tells the story of the largely forgotten Johnstown flood of 1889. By creating well-developed characters enmeshed an
involving tale, the Oates is able to convey the horror of being helplessly caught up in this unnatural...
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