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**xxx Excerpt from Short Stories A jagged horizon of frowning cliffs against the blue sky! Mountains to the east and west | Mountains to the north
and south, a mammoth herd of mountains all crowned fantastically! Through the midst of this native wilderness ran a narrow canon, the only
outlet to the great world beyond, and here in this wild spot had been chosen a place for a habitation. From the stage window, Judge Harville
glanced out at the bevy of children that gathered round, and could not help but wonder at the refined mother of the group, and ask himself what
fortuitous fortune had east so beautiful and delicate a woman so far above the level of civilization. And then his eye had been caught by a strange
young creature by his side, who resembled her as the fawn does the deer-mother. It looked like a child that was masquerading as a woman, dressed
in matronly style, with trained skirts and ample crinoline, but showing in her childish face and undeveloped form the marks of extreme youth, and
yet in the self-reliant pose of the head and utter uncouscionsness of the gazing eyes bent upon her, was very different from the preconceived idea of
the child who stands where brook and river meet. She was dressed for traveling, and as she kissed them all farewell, her trunk was being strapped
on behind the stage with tremendous energy. Is she coming in here? asked one of the passengers with enthusiasm. No, she s booked outside with
Dennis, the driver, was the reply. She s one of the belles of Esmeralda. You wouldn t think it, would you. She...
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