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accounts of the respective forces diBer so widely; the oBicial British letter makes their total of men at the beginning of the action 377, of whom
Commo- dore Bainbridge oBicially reports that he paroled 378! The British state their loss in killed and mortally wounded at 24; Commodore
Bainbridge reports that the dead alone amounted to nearly 60! Usually I have taken each commanders account of his own force and loss, and I
should do so now if it were not that the British accounts diBer among themselves, and whenever they relate to the Americans are flatly contradicted
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