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Forgotten Books, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Works of
Samuel Johnson, LL. D, Vol. 1 of 2: With an Essay on His Life and Genius He was told that the Earl of Chesterfield was a friend to his undertaking; and
in consequence of that intelligence, he published, in 1747, The Plan of a Dictionary of the English Language, addressed to the Right Honourable
Philip Dormer, Earl of Chesterfield, one of his Majesty s princi pal Secretaries of State. Mr. Whitehead, aHer wards Poet Laureat, undertook to convey
the manuscript to his Lordshi the consequence was an invitation from Lor Chesterfield to the author. A stronger contrast of characters could not be
brought together; the Nobleman, cele brated for his wit, and all the graces of polite behaviour; the Author, conscious of his own merit, towerin in
idea above all competition, versed in scho astio logic, but a stranger to the arts of polite conversation, uncouth, vehement, and vociferous. The
coalition was too unnatu ral. Johnson expected a Maecenas, and was disap inted. N o patronage, no assistance fol lowe Visits were repeated; but the
reception was not cordial. Johnson one day was leH a full hour, waiting in an antichamber, till a gen tleman should retire, and leave his lordship at
leisure. This was the famous Colley Cibber. Johnson saw him go, and fired with indignation, rushed out of the housef What Lord Ches terfield
thought of his visiter may be seen in a passage in one of that Nobleman s letters to his son.i There is a man, whose moral charac ter, deep learning,
and superior parts, I acknow ledge, adrnire, and respect; but whom it is so impossible for me to love, that I am almost...
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