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***** Marijuana is the most commonly used illicit drug in the United States. In 2013, an estimated 19.8 million individuals in the United States aged 12
or older (7.5 of this population) had used marijuana in the past month. While reported marijuana use is similar to that in 2012, it has generally
increased since 2007 when 5.8 of individuals aged 12 or older were current users of marijuana. Mirroring this increase in use, marijuana availability
in the United States has also increased. This growth has been linked to factors such as rising marijuana production in Mexico, and increasing
marijuana cultivation in the United States led by criminal networks including Mexican drug trafficking organizations. Along with the uptick in the
availability and use of marijuana in the United States, there has been a general shift in public attitudes toward the substance. In 1969, 12 of the
surveyed population supported legalizing marijuana; today, more than half (52) of surveyed adults have expressed opinions that marijuana should
be legalized. And, 60 indicate that the federal government should not enforce its marijuana laws in states that allow the use of marijuana. The
federal government-through the Controlled Substances Act (CSA; P.L. 91-513; 21 U.S.C. 801 et. seq.)-prohibits the manufacture, distribution,
dispensation, and possession of marijuana. Over the last few decades, some states have deviated from an across-the-board prohibition of
marijuana. Evolving state-level positions on marijuana include decriminalization initiatives, legal exceptions for medical use, and legalization of
certain quantities for recreational use. Notably, in the November 2012 elections, voters in Washington State and Colorado voted to legalize, regulate,
and tax the recreational use of small amounts of marijuana. In the November 2014 elections, legalization...
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