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The Speaker, Vol. 4: August 1, 1891 We are, indeed, not sure whether street improve ments are, as a rule, the most urgent matters for the Council to
deal with. It was all very well for the Metropolitan Board of Works to occupy itself with new streets when that body had neither the ideas nor the
capacity, neither the will nor the means, to perform the countless public services which London expects from its new municipality. The Metropolis
has for generations lain abandoned to merciless ex ploitation by private enterprise in even the most indispensable public functions of urban life, and
the County Council will have a hard enough task merely to come by its own. The water supply and the gas, the docks and the tramways, the Home
Secretary s police and the so-called Royal parks - all these have to be rescued for London, either from the private speculator in the necessarily
collective administration of a great city, or from the equally tenacious clutches of Downing Street or George Ranger. The growth of tra ic doubtless
demands new thoroughfares now and again, but as a rule London needs new houses rather than new streets, and the municipali sation of its public
services rather than vistas of not very successful boulevards. We should in this matter copy Birmingham rather than Paris. The early manner of Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain is, as we are happy for once to be able to recommend, a safer model for Sir John Lubbock than the more showy later
developments either of that statesman or of Baron Haussmann. The latest development of the Council is, how ever, a very happy one. the grant of
for...
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