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University Press of New England, United States, 2001. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. A prominent obstetrician,
professor of midwifery and medical jurisprudence, and dean of the faculty at Harvard Medical College, Dr. Walter Channing (1786-1876) was a
central figure in Boston s medical community for more than fifty years. He was also an important presence in the lives of countless women who
relied on him to provide safe pregnancy and childbirth, care for postpartum disorders, and treat gynecological problems. Known for his medical
expertise as well as his compassion and concern, Channing was highly regarded by colleagues and patients alike. This well-crafted biography
rescues the remarkable but overlooked physician from obscurity. Channing s private and professional experiences mirror dramatic changes in
antebellum Boston, and Amalie M. Kass provides both a rich picture of a multi-faceted man and a vivid depiction of his city s rapidly changing
social, political, and economic landscape. She examines Channing s obstetrical practice and charts his many other distinguished pursuits-lecturer to
hundreds of young men in the art of midwifery, consultant to doctors throughout New England, staff physician for nearly two decades at Boston s
only general hospital, and editor of the New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery. In addition, Channing was a major force in gaining
acceptance for the use of anesthesia in childbirth, played an instrumental role in founding the Boston Lying-In Hospital as a refuge for women who
would otherwise lack decent obstetrical care, and was an active champion for the social reform movements of his day. Kass s account also reveals
the complexities and contradictions in Channing s life story. A cheerful and witty personality made him a favorite among his circle of friends and
colleagues in Boston s cultural and intellectual elite, yet his outward sociability...
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