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*****.Excerpt from Darwinism, Medical Progress and Eugenics: The Cavendish Lecture, 1912, an Address to the Medical Profession Mr. President,
Gentlemen, - I confess to strangely mixed feelings in venturing as a layman to stand up and address you - a professional audience - to-night. When I
look through the long list of names borne by those who have, during more than a quarter of a century, given the Cavendish Lecture, I find all that is
best in English Medical Science represented, and more than one foreign authority of world-wide repute. Your lecturers have been men known not
only within the medical profession, but men who have won the confidence of a wide lay public by the extent and eGiciency of their labours for
general social welfare. It must appear presumption on my part to stand on this platform and break - if it be only for a single occasion - that flow of
wide medical and surgical experience which has been placed before you annually for more than twenty-five years. It seems to me that I have before
me the very serious task of justifying not only my acceptance of this post, but also your Council s invitation to a layman, who is not only a layman. -
i.e. a man without medical training - but is held by more than one distinguished leader in your profession to criticise without knowledge more than
one accepted medical truth. I am quite clear, however, that the suggestion conveyed by your Council s invitation and my own inclinations would
lead me on this occasion to give a wide berth to these controversies. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands...
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